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And becauſe Iniquity ſhall abound, 
the Love of many Jo wax cold. 


Hs HE 8 of our Saviour's 
Og) ) ſpeaking theſe prophetic Words, 
y= LE 8 was an Enquiry his Diſciples 
SED of 5 made concerning another Pre- 

dition which he had delivered 

a little before. 

"Ty x Contents of the laſt Chapter are 
much like Ezetel's viſionary Roll, wherein 
were written Lamentations, and Mourning, 
and Moe a. There we hear our Saviour ſum- 
ming up Feru/olem's Sins, and denouncing 
many heavy Woes upon its wicked Inhabi- 
tants: At the ſame Time he laments and 
mourns over their wretched Condition, as 
| having now, in a manner, filled up the 
Meaſure of their iniquities; and being de- 
| Voted, by the juſt Judgment of God, to ut- 
ter ruin b; upon which he foretels the De- 
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iuiſtion of their Clan and 8 e: Be- 
hold your Houſe is left unto you deſolate. God's 
Houſe, and their own Houſes, ſhould be all 
laid waſte, and turned into a WMilderneßs, 
as the Greek Word ( beuuss) imports. Pre- 


ſently after this, he took his Farewel of 


the Temple, and went out of it; intimating, 


that he ſhould return to it no Tore : ts - 


he went out, and departed from the Temple, 
his Diſciples came to him to ſhew him the 
Buildings of the Temple e; and, as St. Mark 
relates this Story, one of them faid unto him, 
Maſter, ſee what manner of Stones, and what 
Buildings are here f. This, they ſaid, per- 

haps, as joining with their Lord in his com- 
paſſionate Lamentation ; © What pity is it, 
that ſuch a glorious Houſe ſhould become 
<< delolate, and ſuch ſtately Buildings as thoſe 
* ſhould be deſtroyed!” Or, it may be, 
they meant hereby to divert him from theſe 


melancholy Thoughts, which they perceiv- 


ed his Mind was oppreſſed with. How- 
ever that was, our Saviour upon this repeated 
his Prophecy againſt the Temple, and deli- 
vered it in more expreſs Words than before: 
And Feſus ſaid unto them, See ye not all 
theſe things? Verily T ſay unto you, There 


ſhall not be left one Stone upon another, that 


ſhall not be thrown downs. The Diſciples 


now en that the Decree was gone 


„ . 39. Chap. 
xxiv. 1. i Mark xiii. 1. 8 Mat. xxiv. 2. 


forth 


{3} 
forth againſt Feruſalem and the Temple, and 


was not to be reverſed, they were deſirous 
to know when it ſhould be executed ; there- 


fore they take the firſt opportunity, when 


Jeſus was retired from the Multitude, to 
aſk him privately, ſaying, Tell us, when ſhall 
theſe things be? and what ſhall be the Sign 
of thy coming, and of the End of the World? 
Here they crowd three Queſtions together ; 
which yet ſome Interpreters conceive did all 

oint to the ſame Tyme, and the fame Event, 
viz. to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. If fo, 
by Chris Coming, muſt be meant his exe- 
cuting the threatned Vengeance on the Fes, 
and by the End of the World, the End of 
that Age, and the Finiſhing of the preſent 
Diſpenſation. This Senſe the Greek Words 


( Tis ourrencdas 73 eaves; may poſſibly bear. 


But I rather think their crowding theſe Queſ- 
tions together, was owing to their own mi- 
ſtaken Apprehenfion, that the Deſtruction of 
TFeruſalem, and Chriſt's ſecond Coming, and 
the End of the World, were all to be at the 
ſame Time. It is manifeſt, however, that 
our Saviour's Prophecy in this Chapter (at 
leaſt in the former Part of it) chiefly reſpected 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem ; for after he 
had given his Diſciples ſeveral Signs of that 


Event, which he was now ſpeaking of; he 


tells them, ver. 34. Verily I ſay unto you, 


h Mat. xxiv. 3. 


this 


this Generation ſhall nat paſs, ts 2 all theſe 
things be fulfilled. 
ONE Sign which Chriſt gave them, among 


many others, whereby they might know that 


this Vengeance, which was decreed againſt 
the Jeus, was near upon being executed, is 
this in our Text: Becauſe Iniquity ſhall 
abound, the Love of many ſhall wax cold. 

THe Matters to be conſidered and ex- 
plained i in this Text, are 


I. The two Facts which are here fore- 
told, viz. that Iniguity ſhould abound, 
and that he Love of many Jpould Wax 
cold. 

II. Tz Connexion of theſe two, 44 
their Dependance one on the other; or, 
how the abounding of Iniquity is a 
Cauſe of the Decay of Love. 

III. How theſe are Signs of the approach- 
ing Ruin of a Nation; as our Saviour 
here makes them to be Signs of the 
ſpeedy Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and | 
of the Few!ſh State. 


TursE Things being confidered, will 
lead us to make a practical Application of 
the Subject, ſuitable to the Occaſion of this 
Diſcourſe. 

May it pleaſe our gracious God to aſſiſt 
us in our preſent Work: And to ſmile on 
all YOUR Endeavours to reform and fave a 
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ſinful Nation, and, without. Reformation, 


it may be feared, a inking o. one. 


I. Ws are to enquire concerning the two 
Facts mentioned in our Text; what is here 
meant by Taiguity, and what by the abound- 
ing of it; and what by Love, and by its 
Waxing cold 

By Inguity in 4s Place, ſome under- 


ſtand Per/ecution, others Apoſtacy from Re- 


ligion; but I ſee no Reaſon to confine the 
Meaning of the Word to ſo narrow a Senſe. 
The Greek Word (a,,)? properly fignt- 
fies Jawleſs or illegal, it is tranſlated a 
Tranſgrefjion of the Laub i, and it is commonly, 
in the New Teſtament, applied to immoral 
Actions of any ſort ; and we have no need 
to depart from the moſt common Meaning 
of it in this Text. By Iniquity then we are 
to underſtand outward Acts of Immorality; 

and by Love, on the other Hand, I under- 
ſtand, in this Place, inward and vital Reli- 
gion, of which facred Love is the moſt power- 
ful Principle, and is, on that Account, ſome- 
times ,put for the whole of it: Thus Love 
is faid to be the Fu falling of the Lau k. Love 
is the great thing in Religion, without which 


nothing that we either do, nor ſuffer, will 


avail us any thing: 7. hough I beftow all my 
Goods to the Poor, and though I give my Body 


to be burned, and have not Charity, or Love, 


. * Rom. xiii. 10. 
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it profiteth me nothing l. And there is no- 
thing that we /hould do, but what divine 


Love will incline us, and, in a Manner, 


cConſtrain us to do it: The Love of Chrif 


conſtraineth us—to live to him m. Love is 
therefore the fulfilling of the whole Law : 
And it is a ſufficiently diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of truly good Men, they are ſuch as 
lrve God, and they are ſuch as love the 

Lord eſis Chriſt in Sincerity o: and, in con- 
ſequence of this, they love all good People; 


for he that loveth God lovelh his Brother alſo p; 


but he that loveth not his Brother, abideth in 
Death d. Upon the whole then, by Iniquity, 
in our Text, I underſtand Inmorality; and 


by Love, Rehgion. Morality and Religion 


are different Ideas, and they are two diſtinct 
Things; for though Religion always ſecures 
the Practice of Morality, yet Morality may 
be practiſed without Religion, There were 
thoſe whom our Saviour compares to whited 
Sepulchres, fair and beautiful without, that 
is, in their moral Practice, but within they 
were full of impure Luſts; Sin reigned in 
their Hearts, and the Love of God had no Place 
there. They were not religious Perſons. 

Wr are further to enquire, when Iniquity 
may be ſaid to abound, and when Love may 
be ſaid to wax cola. 


1 1 Cor. xiii. 3. m 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. a Rom. 


„„ -:-.- * Rplia vi. 24. * x John iv. 21. 


4. 1 John iii. 14. 
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1. By the abounding of Iniguity, ſome- 
thing more muſt here be meant, than what 


is common at all Times and in all Coun- 


tries; becauſe this is made to be a Sign of a 
particular Event which was to befal the Fews : 
Therefore it does not mean this only, that evil 
Men ſhould abound in number beyond good 
Men; for that is always and every where the 
Caſe. Chriſt's Flock is but a little Flock r. 
Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
which leadeth unto Life, and fem there be that 
find it ſ. Nor does the abounding of Iniquity 


here refer to any ſecret wicked Practices, let 


them be never ſo vile, and never ſo many; 
becauſe Iniquities which are acted in ſecret, 
and are not known to others, can have no 
ſuch bad Effect upon others, as our Text 
ſpeaks of. But then does Iniquity or Im- 
morality abound, in the Senſe of our Text, 
when it is openly practiſed by Multitudes of 
Perſons, as it was by the Jeus a little be- 
fore the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. True 
Religion ran very low among them in our 
Saviour's Time; but then Hypocriſy ſeems 
to have been their reigning Sin, which our 
Saviour, who knew their Hearts, charges 
upon them over and over: But as. yet they 
preſerved tollerable Decency in their outward 
Behaviour; therefore he compares them to 


 whited Sepulchres, which were fair without, 
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610) 
but foul within. But before the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, they grew to be ſo diſſolute in 
their Manners, that Joſephus, their own Hi- 
ſtorian, deelares, There was not a Nation un- 


der Heaven more wicked than they were : ſo 


that had the Romans delayed to come againſt 
thoſe execrable Perſons, TI believe, ſays he, 
that either the Earth would have ivd led 
up, or a Deluge would have ſwept away their 
City, or Fire from Heaven would have con- 


ſumed it, as it did Sodom; | for it brought 


orth 4 Generation of Men, far more. wicked 
than they which ſuffered fuch things t. We have 
alſo the Teſtimony of St. Paul, to the abound- 
ing iniquity of the Fews, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans (which was wrote but about 7hir- 


teen Years before the Deſtruction of Feru- 
falem) where, after he had drawn up a black 


Catalogue of the immoral Practices of the 
8 Chapter the Firſt, he addreſſes, in 
the Second Chapter, to the Fews, who reed 
in the Law, and made their Boaſt of God u; 
and judged the Gentiles fo be ' unworthy of * 
ele ne Life. But thou art — 

O Man, ſays he, (that is, O Jeuiſb Man) 
whoſoever thou art that judgeſt * for wherein 
thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thyſelf"; 


for thou that judgeſt, dbeſt the ſame Things x: 


Intimating, that the ſame Immoralities were 


commonly practiſed by the Fews in thoſe 


t 2 1 de Belli Fudaic. Lib. VI. CAP. XXXVU. 
u Rom. ii. 17. * Rom. ii. 1. 
Days, 
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Days, for which the Gentiles had been ac- 
counted ſo abominable and unclean. Thus 


Iniquity, that is, open Immorality, abounded 


amongſt that People; and this Sign which 
our Saviour gave of their approaching Ruin, 
remarkably came to paſs. N 

2. THE other Sign which our Saviour 
gave, as conſequent upon the former, is, 
that the Love of many ſhould wax cold. By 
which we underſtand, the Decay of inward 
Religion, either in the few more pious Jews, 
or the Chriſtians who dwelt among them. 
Some forward Profeſſors of Religion, in whoſe 
Hearts the Love of God was not well rooted, 
would turn open Apoſtates, and go over into 
the Tents of Profaneneſs and Immorality ; 
and others, who were ſincere Lovers of God 
and Piety, would yet abate in fome meaſure 
of the Fervour of their' facred Love. They 
would grow leſs zealous for God's Honour, 


and leſs ative to advance it; they would 


grow more 7ndifferent to Religion, and more 
careleſs in the Practice of it: ſuch Declen- 
ſions in Religion, even true Chriſtians are li- 
able to, in this their State of finful Infir- 
mity. The 7e Virgins, in the Partble, 


Aumber and fleepy; and the Chriſtians at 
 #Epbeſus, who had an honourable Teſtimony 


from Chriſt of their Labours in Duty, and 
Patience in ſuffering, and Zeal againſt that 


Mat. XXV. 5. 8 
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which 1s Evil, are yet blamed by him, fo 
having 10% their firſt Love nx: I have 2 
what againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy 


firſt Love; . emember from whence thou art 


fallen. As a Fire may abate, without being 


quite exſtinguiſhed; ſo may a Chriſtian's ſa- | 


cred Love wax comparatively cold, without 
quite expiring. Such Perſons whoſe Hearts 
and 'Thoughts were formerly full of God, 


now think of him but ſeldom; and, Att 


with how little deſire and affection, to what 


they uſed to do. Such whoſe higheſt De- 


light was in converſe and communion with 


God, and it may be, once they were long- 
ing for the happy Time of Releaſe from a 
World of Vanity, and Diſtance from God, 
that they might go to, and enjoy, his more 
immediate and bliſsful Preſence in Heaven; 
how ſtrangely are they now reconciled to 


the World again! They could almoſt be 
content to take up with it as their Portion, 


and ſtay here always. God has not now lo 
high a Place in their Hearts, nor Heaven in 
their Deſires as once they had. Such as for- 
merly eſteemed one Day in God's Courts, as 
better than a thouſand any where elle, have 


now, in a great Meaſure, loſt their reliſh for | 
ſpiritual Duties, and are become Strangers to 


{piritual Joys and Comforts. 'T hey pray but 


| ſeldom, or at leaft, they pray but in a cold 


* Rev. ii. 64. 
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and lifeleſs Manner to what they uſed to do; 


they are grown more indifferent to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, both in the Sanctuary and in 
the Cloſet, than they were in Months and 


in Vears paſt. They have not now altoge- 


ther ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, as they had 


formerly; and if at any Time they are over- 
come by Temptation, and actually commit 
Sin, it does not give them ſo much Trou- 


ble as it uſed to do. Thus David, whoſe 


Conſcience was once ſo tender, that his Heart 
ſmote him for having only cut off the Skirt of 


Saul's Garmenta; yet afterwards, it is a 
Shame to ſay what Sins he committed, in the 
Matter of Uria, and, it ſhould ſeem too, 
without any remorſe, until Nathan came 
and awakened him by a Meſlage from God. 
Such as once beheld the Tranſgrefſors and 
were grieved b; and, like Lot in Sodom, were 
vexed with the filthy Converſation of the wick- 
ed e; can now hear the Name of God blaſ- 
phemed, and ſee his Authority contemn- 
ed, and his Laws broke, as unconcerned 
Spectators, little affected, little grieved. And, 
to cloſe this Account, ſuch as were once ready 
and forward to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt, 
and thought nothing too much, nor enough, 


to do for his Intereſt and his Honour, are 


now grown ſelfiſh and worldly, and have 
but little Zeal for any ſuch Service. Thus 
* 1 Sam, xiv. 3. Plal, crix. clviii. © 2 Pet. il. 7. 
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has the Love even of true Chriſtians, at ſome- 
times, waxed cold. How is the Gold become 
dim? How is the moſt fine Gold changed d? 

THAT this Sign alſo, came to paſs be- 
fore the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, we may 
gather from ſeveral Paſſages in the Apoſtoli- 
cal Epiſtles, which were wrote in thoſe 
Times: For in them we read of ſome who 
had made Shipwreck of the Faithe, and were 
turned aſide after Satan f; we read of thoſe 
that had eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, 
through the Knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt, = were again entangled 
therein, and overcome 8. St. Paul, writing to 
the Galati ans, ſays, I marvel that ye are ſo 


ſoon removed. from bim that called you into 


the Grace of Chriſt, unto another Goſpel h. 


And ſuch was the general Decay of Chriſtian 


Love, at the Time when he wrote his Epiſ- 
tle to the Philippians (which is ſuppoſed by 
the moſt exact Chronologers to be about 
eight Years before the Deſtruction of Feru- 


ow that he therein complains, that a// 
ſought their own things, and not the things of 


Feſus Chriſti, And this Declenſion 4 the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, appears to be very much 
owing to ſome corrupt Fews, or Judaizing 
Chriſtians, that dwelt among them. | 

Wel theſe were the Fa#s which our 
Saviour foretold in our Text, and theſe v were 
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the Signs which he gave his Diſciples, where- 
by they might know that the Deſtruction of 

yok and the Temple, and the utter 
Ruin of the Jeuiſh State and Nation, were 
near at hand. - And as he foretold, ſo it came 
to paſs; Iniquity did abound, and the Love 
. of 12 did wax cold. We are now 


II. T 0 conſider the , of theſ tao 
Facts, and the Dependance of one on the 


other; or how the abounding of Iniquity, is a 


Cauſe of the Decay of Love: BEcausEt Hi- 
quity ſhall abound, the Love of many ſhall 
wax cold. Immorality and Religion can never 
dwell together in the fame Perſon; What 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs" ? and 
they are troubleſome to one another, when 
they dwell in the fame Neighbourhood. 
The Godly are but uneaſy Neighbours to the 
Ungodly, for their holy Lives reproach and 


ſhame the others Wickedneſs ; therefore the 


World hateth Chriſt's Diſciples: And the Wick- 
ed are uneaſy Neighbours to the Godly ; Lot 


found them ſo when he dwelt in Sodom. 


And ſuch a Grief was it to holy David to 
ſee other People wicked, that Rivers of Na- 
ters ran down his Eyes, 'becau Je they kept not 
God's Lau k. And there is ſtill a worſe Ef- 
fect, which the Neighbourhood of Iniquity, 


and of wicked Perſons, very often has upon 
* Plalm exix. 136. 
the 
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( 16 ) 1 

the Godly; which is to make their ſacred 
Love wax cold. When Vice and Immora- 
lity abound in any Neighbourhood, City or 
Nation, it too commonly cauſes a Decay of 
Religion among the pious Few. The Love 
of many, even of theſe Perſons, will at ſuch 
a Time wax cold: Of many, ſays our Sa- 
viour, it may be hoped, not of all. Some 
there are, divinely heroic Souls, whoſe ſacred 
Love is ſo vigorous and ardent, that many 
Waters cannot quench it, and the Floods of 
Iniquity can neither drown nor damp it. 
Some who are ſo ftedfaſt and immovablè in 
their Piety, that they will always abound in 
the Work of the Lord, though Iniquity ſhould 
abound all around them. Such a Man was 
Zoſhua, though the whole Nation of 1/-ae/ 
ſhould revolt to Idolatry and ſerve other Gods; 
yet he and his Houſhold would ſerve the Lord l. 
Such a Man was Noah, among the Sinners 
of the old World; When all F Jeſh had corrupt 
ed their Ways upon the Earth, and the Wick- 
edneſs of Men was great; yet Noah was 4 
juſt Man, and perfect in his Generations, and 
Noah walked with God m. But the moſt per- 
fect Inſtance and Pattern of this Sort, was 
our Bleſſed Saviour; who was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners, 
while he dwelt and converſed among them. 
And though the Work which he came about, 


? Joſhua xxiv. 15. m Gen. vi. 9. 
ſometimes 


C1 

| ſometimes called him to converſe with Publi- 
cans and Harlots, and the vileſt Sinners of 
that Age, yet was he never in the leaſt tainted 


with any of their Vices; nor was his facred 


Love thereby in the leaſt abated. But our 
Saviour Chriſt was a ſingular Inſtance of un- 
moveable Piety; and no wonder, ſince he 
only, of all the Deſcendants of Adam, inhe- 


rited none of his Corruption; and eſpecially, 


ſince the human Nature of Chriſt was united 
to Deity, ſo as no other Man ever was. But 
with mere Men, and even with good Men, 
the Caſe is moſt commonly otherwiſe : They 
are apt to receive ſome Taint of the Vices of 
their wicked Neighbours; and the abound- 
ing of Iniquity around them, is very apt to 
bring a Decay upon their ſacred Love. It 
was a juſt Obſervation of an antient Greek 
Poet, which St. Paul has adopted into one of 
his divine Epiſtles, Evil Communications cor- 
rupt good Manners», To which, in a good 
Meaſure, . anſwers that more antient Obſer- 
vation of Solomon's, concerning the Influence 
which either good or bad Company is apt 


to have upon us o: He that walketh with 


wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe; but a Companion of 
Fools, ſhall be deſtroyed. Men are commonly 
made either better or worſe by thoſe that they 
converſe much with. The ſevere Prohibi- 
tions of the ceremonial Law, againit touching 


n S. Nen In Y ominiar i. MENAND. 1 Cor. 
1 Prov. xiii. 20. | "+ 
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any unclean thing, are generally ſuppoſed, 
both by antient and modern Interpreters, -to 
carry alſo a moral Senſe in them; v2. that 
we ſhould carefully avoid ſuch Company, 
whereby we ſhall be like to contract inward 
Pollutions. And upon this, I find an inge- 
nious Remark by a celebrated Writer: * That 


e he who touched a dead Beaſt, was unclean 


La 


c 


but fill the Evening p; but he who touched 
« adead Man, was unclean for ſeven Days d. 
ce Signifying, that bad Men (who, in the 
c“ Scripture Phraſe, are dead in Treſþaſſes 
« and Sins) are the moſt dangerous of all 
cc Creatures", The more intimately we con- 
verſe with ſuch Perſons, the greater, to be 
ſure, will be our Danger of being corrupted 
by them ; and even to dwell among them, 
is an unhappy Situation. The very Neigh- 
bourhood of- wicked Perſons is not without 
Danger, to our beſt, our higheſt and immor- 


tal Intereſt ; for when Iniquity abounds, that 


is, when Immorality is very much practiſed 
around us, our Love will be apt to wax cold, 
and the Power of Religion to decline in our 
Souls, and that for the following Reaſons : 
I. Becauſe the Commonneſs of Sin is apt 
fo abate our Abhorrence of it; and it tends to 
reconcile us to it. Though indeed there is no 


good Reaſon that it ſhould do ſo; for the 


commonneſs or uncommonneſs of Sin, does 


Lewes. 24; 1 Namb.'xix 11. r Bifhop 


not 


( 19 ) 
not at all alter the Nature of it. It is the 
ſame evil and bitter Thing, whether it be 
practiſed by many, or by few; but ſuch is 
the Weakneſs of human Nature, that we are 
molt ftrack, and ſenſibly affected, with things 
that are rare and uncommon ; while we pals 
by other things, which are more admirable in 
themſelves, without any attention to them. 
Thus, were there but few wicked Men in the 
World, they would, no doubt, be looked upon 
as Monſters in Nature. How aſtoniſhingly 
ſhocking would it be, to hear a Creature 
blaſpheme its Maker ; and to ſee ſuch a Worm 
as Man, riſe up in Rebellion againſt the Al 
_ mighty God. Hear, O Heavens, and give 
Ear, O Earth, for the Lord bath ſpoken; I 
have nouriſhed and brought up Children, and 
they have rebelled againſt me ſ. Heaven and 
Earth would wonder at ſo ſtrange a thing; 
but the Commonneſs of Sin prevents our won- 
dering at it ; and the more common it grows, 
the leſs are we ſhocked at it. A Perſon who 
has been educated in the Paths of Virtue and 
Piety, and who, in younger Life, would 
have been ſtartled at a profane Oath; yet 
when he comes to converſe more in the World, 


and hears curſing and ſwearing every Day, it 


grows more familiar to him, the jarring Sounds 


do not grate upon his Ears as formerly : He 
comes in time to hear them without Offence, 


ſ Iſaiah i. 2. 


-Y [ 5 E 5 
Fe I FT ob * 
1 a a 
Lis Sid be + 
4 4 A A Af 
4 - 4 77 a 7 1 cy 
l 8 
1 7 
3. A... . 


: ” 
=> * . 
3 8 ; . 55 ; 
= 2 SAVES 3 7 Nn 4 E Fx 331 = 3 r n y 2 = A " — BY : 
D ... ˙ ˙ + 1.36: PET SEES ot ET ES, BE 5 
| 2 TIONS COMET 
„ * 8 | | . - PIT, L 


. n 2 © 6 thy WS 4 | = N | 75 * 1 * 
6 r s hg r 7 l = L 
1 wn hy N 1 = 30 | 5 Ih . ONS? bi 
A *. IS of R LD * * 3 = Io 
. 2 KH —_— 
A ak 


F * 

3 = 1 * 
E Fug U 2 
= = 4 8 „ n 


Foes PE FSA DEE S 
ws Fe . = _ L 1 F A pm 1 2 * 

6 I 1 * 3 * * A Yau 
of 14 8 4 iP 1 hd INS 


1 * 
1 1 WP. x % = 
CH. ts. at] of wm 1 bd 0 - ENT. 
J A Mad a Goa = 
, DIR \ TY 


n 


r 


= a tl 
* TY * & p 
kr. => 14 x IN N 
of 4 . - 2 


P 


yer — (1 * 2 
— Den ere 1 
robe ot he = 


71720 


( 20 ) 


and it is well if, in time too, his own Lips 
do not learn the profane Language; as Jo- 
ſeph, by dwelling long in the Egyptian Court, 
learned to ſwear, by the Life of Pharoah t. 
And thus it is to be feared, there are many 
whoſe Souls were once wexed with the filthy 
Converſation of the W. iched ; but by being more 
uſed to it, they grow leſs offended at it, till at 
length they can bear it with Patience, and, it 
may be, hear it with Pleaſure. Now Hatred 
of Sin, and Love to God, are inſeparably con: 

nected, like the Light and the Sun, which 
riſe and go down together. Ye that love the 
Lord, hate Evil u. As our Abhorrence of Sin 
abates, our Love to God will neceſſarily wax 
cold. From hence therefore we ſee one Rea- 


fon, why the abounding of Iniquity ſhould 


bea Cauſe of the Decay of es It is to 


be conſidered farther, | 
. THAT a: Iniquity abounds in any Place, 
Religion grows out of Faſhion ; which yields 
no little Temptation, to young Perſons eſpe- 


cially, to grow cold towards it, and to be 


aſhamed of it; and, if the 1 of God be 


not deeply rooted i in their Hearts, to quit even 


the Profeſſion of it. Many are aſhamed of 
Chrift and his Words, in an adulterous and fin- 


ful Generation *. And, in ſuch a State of 


things, the godly Few will generally be hated, 
fuſpifd, and (reated with Contempt and Scorn. 


b Gen. alli. 19. » Plal, xevii. 10 . Mark vii. 38. 
4 | This 
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This our Saviour foreſaw, and this he fore- 


told, a little before our Text; that in thoſe 


times of abounding Iniquity, his faithful Diſ- 
ciples would be evil intreated by the wicked 
World, and hated and perſecuted for his Name's 
ſake y, Now theſe are hard Lines to Fleſh 
and Blood, very diſcouraging Trials, eſpeci- 
ally to young and feeble Diſciples. To facri- 
fice Reputation and Honour, and our Intereſt 
in the Eſteem of Men, to be pointed at for 
Singularity and Oddneſs, to become the Scorn 
of our Neighbours, and it may be, the Song 
of the Drunkards ; to do and to bear all this, 

with an unſhaken Courage and Zeal for God, 
is a high Point of Piety, higher, it may be 
feared, than many, even of Chriſt's fincere 
Diſciples, have as yet reached to. Where 
ſhall we find the noble Spirit and Courage of 
Peter and the other Apoſtles, among the mo- 


dern Profeſſors of Religion, who rejorced that 


they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for 
 Chriff's Name ſake=*? or of thoſe, who were 
ſo far from being diſcouraged by the Re- 
proachesand Suffermgs which St. Paul endured 
for the Goſpel, that they waxed confident by 
his Bonds, and grew much more bold to ſpeak 
the N ord without Fear a? But Shame and Suf- 
tering make other fort of Impreſſions on the 
Minds of moſt Men. And from hence alſo 
it is, that when Iniguity abounds, and Reli- 


y Mat, xxiv. 9. Ade v. 41, Phil. i. 14. 
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gion becomes unfaſhionable, when the ſerious 
Profeſſors of it are generally hated, deſpiſed, 

and it may be, otherwiſe perſecuted, the 
Love of many waxes cold. It requires reſolute 
Virtue, and very warm Love, to bear up 
againit theſe ſort of Diſcouragements. And, 
eſpecially, for a Man not only to preſerve his 
own Integrity, and to keep the Flame of di- 
vine Love from waxing cold in his own Heart; 
but alſo to ſtand up publickly in the Cauſe of 
Virtue and Religion, to endeavour to ſtem the 
Torrent of Vice, and to reform the Manners 
of ſuch a corrupt Age; this requires heroick 


Chriſtian Courage and Zeal for God. Such 


noble Souls are worthy of double Honour. 


Let us farther conſider, 
3. The powerful Influence of Examples ; ; 


wh will ſuggeſt another Reaſon why the 


abounding of Iniquity cauſes a Decay of Love. 
For though it is, indeed, but a ſorry Reaſon 


for doing ill, that other Men do ſo, a Rea- 


ſon which will bear no Man out in the Day of 
Judgment, when every one of us ſhall give Ac 
count of himſelf unto God; yet, in Experience 
and Effect, it is found to be a Reaſon that 
{ways very powerfully with Multitudesof Per- 
ſons. Men are apt to be carried down with 
the Stream, and 7 follow a Multitude even to 
do evil ; eſpecially, to follow the Examples 
of great Men, who are their Betters in worldly 

Circumſtances, and in civil Life. The Ex- 


_ of ſuch Men have a wide and mighty 
Influence; ; 


( 23 ) 
Influence; great Numbers of their Depen- 
dants, and others that live round them, will 
be ready to follow their Faſhion, and to con- 
form, not only their Practice, but their Judg- 
ments, to theirs, If ſuch Men are virtuous and 
religious, many will thereupon conceive a 
good Opinion of Religion, and be induced to 
practiſe Virtue : But if theſe Men are profli- 
gate and vile, their Example creates the Mode; 
a contempt of Religion is reckoned Politeneſs, 
and Vice and Profaneneſs ſpread, like a Plague, 
through all the Neighbourhood. Would to 
God, that all thoſe to whom Providence has 
been diſtinguiſhingly liberal, in giving them 
large Eſtates, and exalting them to high Sta- 
tionsand Honoursabove the Bulk of Mankind, 
would ſeriouſly conſider, what a Talent God 
has alſo put into their Hands, by the Influence 
of their Examples; by which they are capa- 
ble of doing a great deal of Good, or a World 
of Miſchief, It is a Talent which they muſt 
account for, at God's Tribunal, another Day. 
If they are good, what Honour will they 


bring to God? what Credit to Religion? Their 


Example will be a Means of making other 
Men good ; or at leaſt of reſtraining them 
from being ſo bad, as otherwiſe they would 
be: But if they are wicked, they can hardly 
periſh alone in their Wickednels, but hon. 
Sands will fall on their Side, and ten thouſands 
at their right Hand. They will be, in a great 


Meaſure, 55 _ Occaſions of the Ruin of 
Multitudes, 
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Multitudes, who will have Reaſon to curſe 
them eternally, for leading them the Way 
to Hell by their bad Examples. Now, from 
hence you will eaſily conceive, what an ill 
Effect the abounding of Iniquity, eſpecially 
among thoſe of ſuperior Rank, muſt needs 
have upon Religion, and how it will Cauſe 
the Love of many, who had ſome good lik- 
ing to it, to wax cold, 

HERE I may alſo mention the Example 
of another ſort of Perſons, which has often a 
bad Influence on Religion, and proves a great 
Stumbling- block to ſome pious Souls. Such, 
I mean, who once made a fair Profeſſion of 
Religion, but are now turned Apoſtates ; and 
ſuch Perſons commonly prove the moſt vile 
and profligate of all others. Now Times of 
abounding Iniquity do uſually produce many. 
fad Inſtances of this ſort. So our Saviour fore- 
tels, that in thoſe corrupt Times, which he 
ſpeaks of in our Text, Many ſhall be. offended, 
and ſhall betray one another, and ſhall hate one 
another b. Where to be offended, fignifies, ac- 
cording to the common Uſe of that Word in 
the New Teſtament, to be tempted to fall 
away from the Faith, and to quit their reli- 


gious Profeſſion < Thus would many do; 
and 


b Matt. xxiv. 10. pe 
As thoſe Hearers who are compared to the fony 
Ground in the Parable, are ſaid to Believe for a awhile, but 
.avhen Perſecution for the Word ariſeth, by and by they are 
offended, Matt. xxiii. 24. i. e. tempted to fall away from 

| | . their 


(25) 
and not only fo, but alſo hate and betray thoſe 
who Would Rill adhere to it: As it is com- 
monly found, that Apoſtates turn the moſt 
bitter Perſecutors. Now, when ſuch Men, 
as once ſeemed to be zealous in the Cauſe of 
God and Religion, grow weary of their Re- 
ligion, quit the very Profeſſion of it, and go 
over into the Tents of Vice and Immorali- 
ty ; it proves a great Stumbling-block to ſome 
weak Diſciples ; it affords a Temptation to 
Infidelity. Some are tempted to think, © Sure 
e there is not that Reality in Religion which 
*« we believed, nor that Excellency which 
<« we thought we had diſcovered in it ; fince 
e theſe Perſons who have tried it, have 
* ſeen fit to renounce it again.” And how 
does this tend alſo to cool the Love of 
Chriſtians to one another ? They know not 
whom to account of as Brethren, nor on 
whole Sincerity they can depend; this breeds 


mutual Jealouſy and Diſtruſt of one another, 


And thus alſo the abounding of Iniquity, 
cauſes the Love of many to wax cold. 
I might further have added, under this 


general Head, That when Iniquity or Im- 


morality abounds; all ſorts of Temptations to 
Sin abound likewiſe. How many, at ſuch 
a Time, are the Factors for Hell, the In- 


their Chriſtian Profeſſion. So the Phariſees are often ſaid 
to be offended at our Lord, when they were tempted to reject 
and diſown him, as none of the true Meſtab. Matt. xv. 
12. Xu. 57. Luke vii. 23. 
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(26) 
ticers to Sin and Wickedneſs, who take a 
Pleaſure and Pride in debauching the Minds 
and Morals of ſuch as have been trained up 
in Sobriety and Religion. How many Temp- 
tations to Lewdneſs and Drunkenneſs, and 
to all Kinds of Iniquity, do then lurk in 


every Street and in every Corner. And if 


Temptations prevail, and a Perſon's Morals 
are once corrupted, all Love to, and all ſe- 


rious Senſe of Religion preſently expires. 


This Iniquity, and this Love, which our Text 
ſpeaks of, can never ſtand together. | 
Bu T it is time to diſmiſs this Head, under 
which I propoſed to ſhew you, how the a- 
bounding of Iniquity is a Cauſe of the De- 
cay of Love. I would only further obſerve, 
that it is not ſuch a Cauſe as muſt neceſſarily 
produce the Effect, as Fire cauſes Wax to 
melt, and as the Sun makes Day to the He- 
miſphere on which he ſhines ; for it is poſ- 
fible, by the Grace of God, for a Man to 
withſtand all theſe Temptations, and pre- 
ſerve the ſacred Flame of divine Love in his 
Heart, in Times and Places where Iniquity 
moſt abounds. Tis poſſible, I fay ; fome brave 
Souls have ſhew'd that it is ſo. There have 
been ſome who have not defiled their Gar- 
ments in the moſt corrupt Ages. Thus Lor 
preſerved his Integrity even in Sodom, and 
Noah in the moſt diſſolute Age of the World. 
And when, in the Prophet Eliſab's Time, and 
in the Reign of the wicked King Ahab, 
RT the 


(27) 
the whole Nation of Mrael ſeemed to be re- 
volted to Idolatry and Wickedneſs, the good 
Prophet thought he was the only Excep- 
tion; yet God knew of ſeven thouſand pious 
Perſons, who had not bowed their Knees to 
Baal, neither had their Mouths kiſſed him d. 
The Devil himſelf can do no more than 


tempt us to Sin; none can corrupt us with- 


out our own conſent : Therefore if we fuf- 
fer our Love to grow cold, in a Time of 
abounding Iniquity, the F ault will be our 
own ; and it will appear, in the Judgment of 
the great Day, that we ourſelves were the 
Cauſe of our own Ruin. I proceed now, 


III. To conſider how the abounding of Ini- 
quity, and the conſequent Decay of Love, are 


Signs of the approaching Ruin of a Nation 
and People; as our Saviour here makes them 


to be Signs of the approaching Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, and the Jewiſb State. That 
they really are fo, and for what Reaſons, is 
not difficult to apprehend, if we conſider, 

1. THAT the abounding of Tniquity, or 
Immorality, has a natural Tendency to bring 
a Nation to ruin; as by impoveriſhing and 
infeebling the People, hurting their Trade, 
expoſing Mens Lives and Properties to con- 
tinual Danger, diſturbing the Peace and 
Quiet of the Government „ and throw- 
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( 28 ) 

ing all Things into Diſorder and Confuſion. 
In proportion as Diſſoluteneſs of Manners 
prevails, that honeſt Induſtr y, which is ſo 
eſſentially neceſſary to the flouriſhing of a 
State and Nation, is conſtantly laid aſide. 
The People grow luxurious and flothful, 
Trade conſequently declines, and the whole 
civil Intereſt languiſhes. It may eafily be 
made appear, that every Act of Immorality 
is injurious to the civil Weal; on which ac- 
count. it properly belongs to the civil Magi- 
{ſtrate to puniſh it; and for which Reaſon 
every Friend of his Country, as well as every 
Friend of God, ſhould do all he can to ſtop 
the Progreſs of Vice, and to E a Re- 
formation of Manners. 

Tubus, for Inſtance, common and Fe 
Swearing is not only. very offenſive, and very 
ping to. pious Perſons, when they hear 

but it naturally tends alſo to 5 Mens 
8 againſt the Fear of a ſolemn Oath: 
From hence therefore come falſe Witneſſing 
and Perjury in our Courts of Judicature, 
whereby Juſtice is perverted, and Men are 
often deprived of their Properties; from hence 
too it doubtleſs proceeds, in a great Meaſure, 
that Cu/tom-Houſe Oaths are ſo little regarded 
by many People, and that /mugling of Goods 
is fo much practiſed, to the great Detriment 
of Trade, and Injury of the fair Dealer, 

DRUNKENNESs is another Iniquity, which 
is 8 with Miſchief to the whole civil So- 


cicty, 


(29) . 
ciety, as well as to the Drunkards themſelves. 
The devout Herbert has very well expreſſed 
the complicated Miſchief of this Vice, in the 
| iollowing: Lines, 


He that 3 is d may bis Mather kill 
Big with his Siſter : He hath loff the Reins, 
I outlawd by himſelf : All kind of Ill 
Did with 2 Liquor ſiide into bis Vei eins. 


The Drunkard forfeits Man 


What a Multitude of Families has this one 
Vice brought to Ruin; by waſting their 
Subſtance, impairing their Health, and mak- 
ing them grow ſlothful and lazy. And how 


many Lives has it deſtroyed. One pretty often 


ſees an Article in the weekly Bills of Mor- 
tality, died of exceſſive drinking, one or two 
it may be; but if all the Conſumptions, and 
Fevers, - and Gouts, and Dropfies, that are oc- 
caſioned by Drunkenneſs, were to be added 


to the Article of exceſive Drinking, I ſuſpect 


it would often ſwell that little Article to one 
of the biggeſt Numbers in all the Bill. This 
Vice, inſtead of lurking in the Dark, like a 
ſeeret Murderer, as it did in the Apoſtle Paul's 
Time, who obſerves, that they that be drunken, 
are drunken i in the Night ©, 1s now become a 
Peſtilence that. waſteth at  Noon-day: There 
18 not therefore more Reaſon that civil Go- 


9 1 Theſſ. v. 7: 
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(30) 
vernors and Magiſtrates ſhould endeavour to 
prevent the Infection of the Plague being 
brought into their Country; or to ſtop the 
Progreſs of it, when it is actually broke out 
in any Part of the Kingdom, in order to ſave 
the Lives of the Subjects; than that they 
ſhould endeavour, by wholſome Laws, to 
prevent this Iniquity of Drunkenneſs, and 
puniſh thoſe who are guilty of it. 
LEWDNESS is another Iniquity, which, 
when it abaunds in any Country, threatens 
its Ruin: For this not only, like the Vice laſt 
mentioned, very commonly impairs the Health 
of the People, and brings Rottenneſs into 


their Bones ; not only does it go Hand in 


Hand with Drunkenneſs, to waſte and de 


pulate a Country; but it often intails grie- 


vous Diſtempers on the Children and Poſte- 

rity of lewd Parents. It is a Sin, for which 
God does, in the ordinary Courſe of Provi- 
dence, and by the eſtabliſhed Order of Things, 
vi it the Ini quities of the Fathers upon the 
Children, to the third and fourth Generation. 
We may add alſo, the Conſideration of its 
waſting Mens Eſtates, and bringing them to 
Poverty; according as Solomon obſerved long 
ago: By means of a whoriſh Woman, a Man 
is brought to a Piece of Bread, and the Adul- 
tereſs will hunt for the precious Lie f. And, 
by this means, the Sin of Lewdnels very of 


1 Prov. vi. 26. 
ten 


N 


ten proves the Source of 7. beft, Rapin and 
Murder. How many condemned Ciminals 
have, in their dying Confeſſions, imputed 
the Villanies for which they were then to 
ſuffer, to Lewdneſs, as the firſt and parent 
Crime, which brought forth all the reſt. 


Having ſpent their Subſtance on lewd Wo- 


men, and being now got into an idle Way 
of Life, the next Thing which thoſe aban- 
doned Proſtitutes perſuade them to, was to 
turn Robbers, in order to ſupport them in 
their Luxury and Idleneſs. Lewd Houſes are 
the Seminaries, from whence Highwaymen 
ſwarm in our Roads, and Houſebreakers and 
Pickpockets in. our Streets. Thus it is eaſy 
to ſee, how the abounding of ſuch Houſes, 
and of ſuch lewd Perſons, apparently rends 
to, and threatens the Ruin. of a City © 
Country. Thoſe Creatures ſhould be rodent 
as the Peſts of Society, as one of the worſt 
ſort of Plagues that can infeſt a Country. It 
becomes every good Magiſtrate to exert his 
Power, and every good Subject to lend his 
Help, to rid them, if poſſible, out of the 
Land. 

AAN, Profaning of the Lord's-Day, 
either by ſelling of Wares, or by Sports and 
Paſtimes, is another Iniquity and Offence, 
not only againſt God, but againſt the civil 
Society : For hereby thoſe that make Con- 


ſcience of keeping this Day holy, are often 


Interru oy and diſturbed, in their attending 
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632) 
on the Duties of it, in publick or in pri- 
vate; in which they have a Right of being 
protected by the civil Magiſtrate, as con- 
forming in this their Practice to the Labs 
of their Country, which are ſuppoſed to be 
approved by the Majority of the Nation, as 
well as to the Laws of God. . Beſides, ſome 
Perſons following their Trades on that Day, 
is a manifeſt Injury to their conſcientious 
Neighbours, who are thereby deprived of 
their Cu/tomers and Trade; and it is ſurely 
an unequitable thing, that any ſhould ſuffer 
by keeping the Laws of God and their Coun- 
try, while others are Gainers by breaking 
both. I may farther add, it i is certainly 
found upon Experience, that the profaning 
of the Lord's-Day, and neglecting the Du- 
ties of it, is one main Source of that Tor- 
rent of Immorality and Impiety which at 
preſent overflows our Land. By ſuch fre- 
quent Returns of Days of Sport and 1dleneys, 
as one in ſeven, People contract an idle Ha- 
bit, and grow out of love with their Labour. 
Sometimes the Gains of the whole Week 
paſt are conſumed in Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs, on the Lord's-Day, and a poor Family 
ſtarves for it the whole Week after. And 
arther, by making this a Day of Sport and 
dleneſs, many young Perſons have been ſe- 
duced into bad Company, which has proved 
their Ruin; for this I might alſo appeal to 
the dying Confeſſions of great Numbers of 
110 | ; condemned 
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condemned Malefactors. So that the pro- 
faning of the Lord's-Day, is not only a Sin 
againſt God, but it appears to be an Evil in 
Society, and injurious to the civil State. Tis 
an Iniquity that helps forward the Ruin of 
a Nation, at a mighty rate; and therefore 
it merits Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate in 
this World, as well as from God in the World 
to come. | 
THERE need no more Inſtances to make 
it evident, that the abounding of Iniquity 
has a natural Tendency to bring a Nation to 
Ruin; on which account, it 1s a Sign of its 
Ruin, as near approaching. Such a debauch- 
ed and infeebled People, like a crazy Body 
which the next Attack of a Diſtemper kills, 
become an eaſy Prey to the next Enemy 
that invades them; or, even without a fo- 
reign Enemy, their own Vices will ſoon throw 
all Things into Confuſion, and make them a 
wretched and miſerable People. Thus a ge- 
neral Diſſoluteneſs of Manners weakened the 
Fews, and made them an eaſy Prey to the 
Romans, who came upon them and burnt 
their City and Temple, and took away both 
their Place and Nation. 7 
2. THE abounding of Iniquity, and the 
conſequent Decay of Love, are Signs of the 
approaching Ruin of a Nation, as Zhey are 
| Tokens of God's forſaking it. We read in 
Scripture of God's being preſent with, and of 
God's withdrawing from, and forſaking . 
e 5 =. ons 


8 wa 


( 34 ) 
ſons and Nations ; whichcan have no reference 
to his eſſential Preſence, becauſe that is every 
where, and always the ſame ; but to his ſpe- 
cial F. avour, which, he manifeſts towards a 
Nation, by his Protection and Care of it, 
1 | whereby he makes it ſafe and flouriſhing, 

1 And then is God ſaid, on the other Hand, 
ih to for/ake a People, and to hide his Face 
from them, when he ſuffers them to be de- 
i voured, and when many Evils and Troubles be- 
4 al them g. Now there is not a ſurer Sign of 
| God's being about to forſake a Nation, than 
| 
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when Iniquity abounds in it, and Religion de- 
clines and languiſhes. The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with him; if ye ſeek him, he will 
1 be found of you; but if ye forſake him, he will 
WM forſake you h. And woe to a Nation when 
1 God departs from it; ; its Glory and its De- 
fence is gone, and its Ruin is not far off. 
Like Sampſon, when he had loſt his myſtick 
Hair, the Lord was departed from him, and 
then his Strength was gone too; and he that 
was before the Terror of his Enemies, was 
now eaſily made their Captive, and became 
their Scorn. So will it be with a Nation 
that is forſaken of God; and what leſs can 
be expected when Iniguity abounds, Iniquity 
which his Soul hateth ? They that forſake the 
Lord, ſhall be conſumed i. And when the Love 
of the pious Few does alſo wax cold, when 
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the Power of Religion viſibly declines; when 


even God's People corrupt themſelves with 
the Abominations of the Land in which they 
dwell; when the Spirit of Prayer is reſtrained; 
and when there are but few, very few, who, 
like Moſes, tand in the Breach, to turn away 


the Wrath of God from a finful People, beſt 


he ſhould deftroy them k; and when the In- 


fluences of God's Spirit are witheld from 


his Churches, and the Goſpel is attended with 
little or no Succeſs ; theſe are fad Tokens of 
God's being about to forſake ſuch a People, 
and that his Judgments upon them are not 
a great Way off. I add once more, 

3. It may reaſonably be expected from the 
TFuſtice of God, that he will puniſh the abound- 
ing Iniquity of a Nation, and their Defection 
from Religion, with ſome heavy national Fudg- 
ment; on which account alſo theſe are Signs 
of a Nation's Ruin, For though the future 
State is chiefly the State of Retribution, in 
which every Man ſhall receive the due Re- 
ward of his own Deeds; yet Judgments upon 
Nations and Communities of Men muſt be 


executed in the preſent World. Nations, 


as ſuch, cannot be puniſhed in the future 
State, for they have no exiſtence there ; there- 
fore national Sins are commonly puniſhed 
with temporal national Judgments. Now 


when a Nation grows generally corrupt and 


* Plalm cvi. 23. 
E2 wicked, 


1890 

wicked, and God's holy Religion is generally 
| neglected, and, if things ſhould alſo come to 
ſo wretched a paſs, as that Immorality is 
not only not reſtrained by wholſome Laws, 
or by a due Execution of them, but is ra- 
ther countenanced and encouraged by the 
Examples of Magiſtrates and Governors; in 
ſuch a Caſe, ſurely Guilt lies upon the Na- 
tion, and it may reaſonably be expected, 
that God will puniſh it with ſome national 
Judgment: It is certain he often has done 
ſo. He has made his Righteouſneſs known, by 
the Tudgments which he has executed on 
wicked Cities and Countries; as on Sodom 
and Gomorrah, where Iniquity abounded to 
a monſtrous Degree, for which God rained 
down Fire and Brimſtone on thoſe Cities, 
and conſumed them and their Inhabi- 
tants together. So when the Amorites, the 
antient Inhabitants of Canaan, were grown 
profligately vile and wicked, God, in his Pro- 
vidence, diſpoſſeſſed them of their Country, 
and gave it to his People 1/-ae/. And that 
it might plainly appear to be an Act of 
Righteouſneſs, for God thus to puniſh that 
wicked Nation with ſo remarkable a Judg- 
ment, he had Patience with them for four 
hundred Years, - after he had promiſed their 
Country to his favourite Nation, that is, till 
they had ſo filled up the Meaſure of their 
Iniguities, and were grown ſo exceedingly 


* and wicked, that not a Devil ſhould 
| murmur, | 


42 4 


\ 


(37) 
murmur, that God dealt unjuſtly with them. 
It is therefore expreſly given as the Reaſon 
why God did not put his beloved 1/rae/ into 
Poſſeſſion of that good Land long before; 
Becauſe the Iniquity of the Amorites as not 
yet full l. Thus alſo when his once beloved 
Tfrael grew- abominably wicked, he brought 
an overflowing Scourge upon their Land, and 
made them to be as remarkable Inſtances of 
his Vengeance, as ever they had been for- 
merly of his indulgent Providence. And 
when Iniquity abounds, and Religion declines 
in any other Nation, may not the ſame, ' or 
the like Judgments from God upon ſuch a 
Nation, very reaſonably be expected ? What 
can one think, but that the Ruin of ſuch a 


People muſt be very near? Read a Deſcrip- 


tion of a profligate Nation, and how God 


was determined to deal with it; Fer. v. 6, 


&c. Their Tranſgreſſions are many, and their 


Bachſlidings are increaſed. How ſhall I pur- 
don thee for this? Thy Children have forſaken 


me, and fworn by them that are no Gods. 
When I fed them to the full, they then com- 


mitted Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by 


Troops in the Harlots Houſes. Shall I not 


wifit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? and 
ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation 


as this? Thoſe that partake of Babylon's Sins, 
mult expect to receive of ber Plagues m. 


1 Gen, xv. 16, m Rev. xvili. 4- | | 
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(636) 
Tu vs I have ſhewed you how the abound- 
ing of Iniquity, and the Decay of Religion 
in a Nation, are, on ſeveral Accounts, Signs 
of that Nation's approaching Ruin. | 

I navs now finiſhed the Explication of 
my Text and Subject. What further re- 
mains, is to make a practical Improvement 
of it, and ſuch as may be ſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion of this Diſcourſe, and of our preſent 
meeting together; which is, to encourage 
one another in the good Work of ſuppreſſing 
Immorality, and promoti ng a Reformation of 
Manners. 

IN order to this, let us be wiſe to diſcern 
the Signs of the Times. Let us ſeriouſly con- 
fider how far theſe Signs, which our Saviour 
gave of the approaching Ruin of the Few:/h 
Nation, will agree to the preſent Day, and 
to our own Country. That Man muſt ſurely 
be a Stranger in our 1/-ae/, who does not 
ſee that theſe Tokens of God's approach- 
ing Vengeance are now actually upon us. 
This Day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
Ears ; Iniquity does abound among us, to a 
very dreadful Degree, and the Love of many 
7s waxed cold. 

Praofane Cur fing and Sweari ng were ſurely 
never ſo common. One can hardly ſtep out - 
of Doors, without having one's Ears wound- 
ed with that Language of Hell. This Branch 
of Iniquity abounds among us, beyond what 
it ever did among the Zews in their moſt 
corrupt 


6 
corrupt State; for they always preſerved a 
Reverence to the Name of God, JIEHoOvARH, 
perhaps even to Superſtition. It is ſaid, that 


no Nation under Heaven is ſo infamous for 


this Vice, as England is. 
Tux Sin of Drunkenneſs is got to ſuch 
a' Height, as to defy all Laws, both divine 


and human. We hoped this bea/tly+ Vice 


would have been wounded to Death, by a 
Law which was made the laſt Year, with a 
Deſign to reſtrain it; but its deadly Wound 
ſeems to be, in a Manner, healed. The many 
Tricks which are contrived to evade that 
Law, give us Reaſon to fear that its good 
Effect will not be very great, nor laſting ; 
but that Drunkenneſs will, in the End, get 
the better of it. 1 | 
Dip ever more leud Women ſwarm in 
our Streets by Night? and when were the 
Harlots Houſes frequented by bigger Troops, 
than they are now? Nay, the very Sins of 
Sodom are not Strangers in London. 8 
As for profaning the Lord Day, how 
few are the Exceptions to its being become 
a univerſal Practice? I queſtion whether the 
Lord's-Day was ſo univerſally profaned in 
England, even when the profaning of it, by 
Sports and Paſtimes, was encouraged by Royal 
Declaration in two ſucceſſive Reigns n, as it 
W is 
King Janes 1. publiſhed a Declaration, to encourage 


Recreations and Sports on the Lord's-Day, after divine Ser- | 


vice, in the Year 1618, which his Son King Charles I. re- 
| newed 
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is now; for in thoſe Days, the ſober Part of 
the Nation generally kept it with great Strict- 
neſs. While looſe People only were revelling 
on the Lord's-Day Evening, ſerious and re- 
ligious People uſed to be reading the Scrip- 
tures, repeating Sermons, ſinging Pſalms, 
and Praying in their own Houſes: Whereas, 
alas! now, inſtead of thoſe Exerciſes of De- 
votion, vi/iting on the Lord's-Day Evening 
is become all the Mode; and I am grieved 
to ſee how very general that Practice is grown. 
For Perſons, profeſing Godhneſs, to waſte 
and profane the Lord's-Day Evening in viſit- 
ing, was a Thing never known among our 

ious Anceſtors ; and never, I believe, among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, till of very late Years. 
I mourn this growing Evil, and I cannot 
but look upon it as a very ſad Token of 
the Decay of vital Religion, and ſerious God- 
lineſs. N 
Fus it is manifeſt, that Iniguity does 
abound among us; nor is it leſs evident, that 
the Love of many is waxed cold. Zeal for 
God and Religion languiſhes. Many, ſuch 
as are repreſented by the w/e Virgins in the 
Parable, that is, ſincere Chriſtians, like them 
too, lumber and fleep o. A careleſs Neglect, 
and even a Contempt of revealed Religion, 


newed and confirmed in the Year 1633. commanding that the | 
People ſhould not be troubled or moleſted in their Recrea- 
tions. 
_ © Mat. xxv. 5. 5 
and 


Las 
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and avowed Infidelity, greatly prevail, not 
only in this City, but all over the Kingdom. 


Muſt not theſe things give fad Apprehenſions 


to every true Lover of God and his Coun- 


try; and ſhould it not awaken à holy Zeal 


02 


in all good Men to do what they can, in 


their ſeveral Stations, to put a ſtop to theſe 
threatning Symptoms. For God's fake, and 
for Religion's ſake, for the ſake of our Coun- 
try, and of our dear Children and Poſterity ; 
let us ſtir up ourſelves, and encourage one 
another to the good Work of Reforma- 
tion. 
SHALL I here offer a few Cauliderarioad, 
by way of Encouragement, more eſpecially 


to you, GENTLEMEN of the Societies for 


Reformation of Manners. As 
1. Cons1DER the Excellency of this De- 


An and Work which you are engaged in. You 


hereby appear on the Lord's Side, in the Cauſe 
of Virtue, againſt Sin, which is the Work of 
the Devil, You are hereby ſerving the In- 
tereſt of Religion, (the beſt Intereſt in the 


World) ki you are removing away ſome - 


of the chief Obſtacles and Diſcouragements 
that lie in the Way of its 'Progreſs and Ad- 
vancement. You are endeavouring to drive 


its chief Enemies, viz. Profaneneſs and Im- 


morality, out of the Land. You are doing 
a good Work to thoſe very Sinners whom 
you bring to Shame and Puniſhment. Though 


many of them are ſo wicked, as to requite 


F 0 
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your Charity with Reproaches and Curſes 
now ; yet they will know that your Labour 
was a Labour of Love, and that your ſinit- 
ing them was a Kindneſs; that you did it out 
of tender Compaſſion both to their Bodies and 
their Souls. You are expreſſing a generous 
Love to your Country, whilſt you are tak- 
ing the very beſt Methods you poſlibly can, 
to ſecure its Peace and Proſperity, and to 
fave it from impending Ruin. I look upon 
ſuch as labour in, and encourage this Work 
of Reformation, to be the beſt Patriots, and 
the moſt worthy Members of the State. 
« He, ſaid a wife Heathen, that doth no harm, 
ce ig honourable ; but he is worthy of double Ha- 
i nour, that prevents it; and he that aſſiſts the 
be Magift ate in puniſhing it, is moſt honaur- 
te able, and far excels all other Citizens p. 80 
that the Deſign you are engaged in is, on all 
accounts, very excellent and honourable. 
The Lord ſtrengthen your Hands in this 
good Work: For our Brethren and Compa- 
ions ſake; for our Children and Servants 
ſake; for the fake of the preſent, and of the 
rifing Generation; and for the ſake of Re- 
ligion, and of our native Country; we will 
now ſay, Peace be with Ca may. 2 Suc- 
ceſs attend you. 

2. Let your paſt Succeſſes i in this ot nh 


encourage . to go on in it. Lon have pour 


5 7 Pat. Lag TY v. 5 7 
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Diſcouragements, no doubt, and you have 
your Encouragements too; you have not 
been able to do ſo much good as you have 
wiſhed, Iniquity #11] abounds : But bleſs God 
for what you have done, and rather for 
what He has done by you. You have kept 

an Account of more than a hundred Thou- 
and and fix hundred Perſons, who have been 
actually proſecuted by your Societies, for De- 
bauchery and Profaneneſs, in the Space of 
the laſt Forty two Years, that is, ſince the 
firſt Inſtitution of them. And I find, by 
your laſt Year's printed Account, that in that 
one Year you have proſecuted, and been aſ- 
ſiſting in proſecuting, no leſs than fix hun- 
dred and fixty nine Perſons for lewd and dif= 
orderly Practices, and Sabbath - breaking d. 
And after all this, will any fay that you 
do nothing? Or will any of yourſelves be 
diſheartened, as if you did /7tle or no 
Good? I hope and truſt you have done, 
and are doing a great deal, Were there 
no . ſuch Societies for Reformation, I am 


ſatisfied we ſhould ſee Iniquity abound {till 


much more than it does. And had it not 


been for the Check you have given to the 
growing Contagion of Sin, for ſeveral Years 
paſt, very probably, the Iniguity of Eng- 
land had by this time been full, and we 


.- F] the forty ſecond Account of the Progreſs ade] in 


the Cities of London and WY, eftminſter, and Places adjacent, by 


the Socie ties for Reformation of Manners. 


V2 had 
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had now been groaning under ſome heavy 
national Judgment ; by this Time we had 
been a ruined People. Do we not then 
owe it, in a great Meaſure, to you 
GENTLEMEN, under God, that as yet 
we have Peace within our M. alls, and Pro- 
ſperity and Plenty in our Land: Eſpe- 
cially that we have the Goſpel ſtill among 
us, and that Golden Candleſtick is not yet 
removed out of its Place, nor divine Love 
and Religion quite expired and loſt out of 
our Nation ? Further than all this, I greatly 
rejoiced to read, in your laſt Year's Account, 
that you have Reaſon to hope that, by the 
various Methods you have uſed (as by bring- 

ing Offenders to timely Shame and Puniſh- 
ment, and alſo by diſperſing of many Thou- 
ſand good Books, and putting them into the 
Hands of lewd and profane Perſons) many 
Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of God, been 
brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; 
who though they have at firſt been exaſpe- 
rated againſt” the Inſtruments of awakening 
them out of their dreadful Lethargy, and 
Popping them in their finful Courſes; yet have 
they afterwards bleſſed God for their Re- 
covery, and been heartily thankful to thoſe 
who had been ſerviceable to them therein. 
And is not this glorious Succeſs? Let him 
know, that be which converteth a Sinner 
from the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave à 
Sgu from Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude 
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of Sins", Do not be diſheartened therefore, 
| do not grow weary of your well-doing; rug 
Labour is not, and ſhall not be 1 
This leads me to mention another nets- 
ragement. 
. Whatever your Succeſs 5 be at pre- 1 
ſent, aſſure yourſekves God will not forget = 
your Work and Labour of Love another 2 


Then thoſe that have honoured him in this Y 
World, he will Honour; and thoſe that have AM 
_ boldly confeſſed Chriſt before Men, eſpecially 6 


in an adulterous and finful Generation, or in 
Times of abounding Iniquity, them will be 
confeſs before his Father, and before the An- M 


gels of God i, Then they that be wiſe, ſhall * 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and WM 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the = 


Stars for ever and ever t. Whatever Diffi- 
culties you now meet with in the Proſecu- 
tion of your noble Deſign, whatever Ex- 


pences you are at, and whatever Dangers you 3 
thereby expoſe yourſelves to; this bleſſed 3 
Sentence of the Great Judge will abundantly "© 


compenſate all: Well done, good and faith- 
ful Servants, you have been faithful in a lit- 
ile, T will make you Rulers over much, enter 
into the Foy of your Lard u. 

Tx ESE are the Encouragements which 
I would leave with you; and I hope they 
may alſo encourage and induce ſome others 


r James v. 20. © Mat. x. 32, Luke xu. 8. 
Dan. xii. 5. do Mat. XXV. 23. 
to 
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to join with and aſſiſt you in your good 
Work; either by active Service, in appre- 

hending and proſecuting Offenders, or by 

contributing towards defraying the Charges 

of ſuch Proſecutions, as alſo of buying good 

Books; of which ſort above four hundred 
and forty four Thouſand have already been 

given away by theſe Societies x. 

I sH ALL only farther preſume to offer 
two Words of 'Advice to the worthy Gen- 
tlemen of theſe Societies, before I conclude. 
Tux firſt is, That you would be very watch- 
ful over yourſeFves, that no juſt Imputation of 
Iniquity may ever ſully your own Character. 

It was not, perhaps, without a moral Mean- 
ing, that the Candleſtick and Snuffers of the 
Sanctuary were to be of pure Gold y. Intimat- 
ing, that Miniſters, who are to enlighten the 
World by their preaching, and all who take 
upon them to reprove and correct the Vices 
of others, ſhould themſelves be pure and free - 
from blame. It becomes and concerns you, 
my Friends, to be more than ordinarily watch- 
ful againſt Temptations, and to ſtand at a 
Diſtance from all Appearance of Evil. There 
are many who ſeek Occaſion . of Reproach 
againſt you ; could they find any, how would 
it be improved, to diſcredit your Societies, 
and to bring your. noble Deſign into con- 
tempt! You will therefore, I hope, be very 


Vid. Forty ſecond Account, &c, Y Exod. xxxvii. 23. 
careful 
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careful to ſupport the Honour of your Cauſe, 


and to forward the Work of Reformation, x 


by your own exemplary Behaviour, As bad 


Examples have a mighty Influence in pra- 


pagating Vice, ſo have good Examples in 


promoting Viethe: In this way therefore, 


let every one of us labour in the Work of 
Reformation, in our ſeveral Stations, in our 


ſeveral Families: and in the ſeveral Neigh- 


bourhoods where we dwell: Let our Light 
ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing our good 
Works, may ghrify our Father which is in 
Heaven. 

My ſecond Advice is, That. you ey 
accompany all your other Means of Reforma- 
tion, with Prayer to God for Succeſs ; for it 
is his Bleſſing alone that can give it. Even 
a Paul may plant, and Apollos water, and 
both to no purpoſe, unleſs God gives The 
Increaſe. This Work of Reformation is not 
to be effected merely by human Might and 


Power, but by the Spirit of God. Go forth 


therefore, in this your Warfare againſt Sin, 


in a humble Dependance on the divine Spi- S 


rit, imploring his blefſed Influences, to ani- 
mate your Hearts with Courage and Zeal 
for this your Service, and, as a Spirit of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, to guide you in your way; and alfo 
to renew and ſanctify thoſe jmpure Sinners, 
whoſe Manners you eros to reform : 
So ſhall the Work be done effectually, and 
BY will be * Joy 1 in the Succeſs A f 
n 
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| And let your whole Dependance | for the Ac- 
ceptance of your Seryices with God, be on 
the Merits of Chriſt, who alone is worthy. 


Whatever Thanks and Honours you may 
deſerve from Men, yet remember you are 
but unprofitable Servants unto God; it is 
therefore from his Grace, and not from your 


own Merits, that you muſt expect your Re- 


want 1 . 
May the Grace of Chriſt be at all Times 


ſufficient for you, while you are engaged in 
this War againſt Sin; and may you come 


off in the End Conquerors, and more than 


Conquerors, through him that loved you. 
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